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Humble and Courageous Leadership
Shared with Dr. Karen Kenkel,
Villa Joseph Marie Interim President

Villa Joseph Marie High School Interim
President, Dr. Karen Kenkel, agreed to
be interviewed and share insights about
her trip to visit the SSCs in Chicago and
Lemont.

Villa Joseph Marie Interim Pres-
ident Dr. Karen Kenkel and V]M
Board Chair Mary Smithson visited
the Sisters of St. Casimir Leadership
team at St. Casimir Center in Chica-
go on December 13-14.

What were highlights of your

recent visit with the Sisters that

live and work in the Motherhouse?

While I have had the good fortune
to regularly interact with Sister Im-
macula Wendt and Sister Elizabeth
Ann Yocius in person when they vis-
it Villa, it was particularly inspiring
to meet Sister Regina Dubickas and
Sister Margaret Zalot at the Mother-
house and to experience a tour of the
Legacy space with them. What im-
pressed me most about my visit was
the pervasive spirit of community.
These women religious are truly sisters
in a family joined together by faith.
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I shared delicious meals with them
cooked up by Sister Immacula,
washed dishes alongside Sister Mar-
garet Zalot and Sister Dolorine Lo-
pez, worshipped with all of the Sisters
in the small chapel they use during
COVID. [ witnessed how they quiet-
ly support each other without fuss in
their day-to-day living, how they look
out for and attend to each other and
to their mission, each according to her
ability and gifts.
continued on page 6

From left: Sister Regina Dubickas, Sister Immacula Wendyt, Dr. Karen Kenkel, Sister Margaret Zalot, and Sister Elizabeth Ann Yocius
at the second floor entrance to administrative offtices at the Motherhouse in Chicago.



A message from Sister Regina

Not too long before her death
on March 26, Sister Regina jot-
ted down some notes for Sister
Margaret Zalot for this issue of
Journeys.

Know that there will be more
to come in the next special issue
of Journeys.

It is spring 2022. It is Eas-
ter. In the Song of Songs 2:10-
12, 13b we read:

Arise my beloved, my beautiful one and come!
For see, the winter is past, the rains are over and
gone. The flowers appear on the earth...

Arise my beautiful one and come.”

Fitting words for Sister Regina then and during the fu-

neral Masses celebrated on April 1 at Franciscan Village

in Lemont, Illinois, and April 2 at St. Casimir Center in
Chicago.

And words of gratitude for all the generous donors who
are listed in this issue. And words of gratitude for all those
who reached out to Sister Regina during her illness with
prayers, cards, Mass offerings, phone calls, and so much
more. You were, for her, part of the great cloud of witnesses
that surrounded her with your love and prayers.

We all learned much during the pandemic. Sister Regina
learned more as the words of Rumi came to life:

“We are all just walking each other home.”

Reflect on how you might have walked her home. How
she might have walked you home.

In her notes to Sister Margaret Zalot, Sister Regina
made reference to the death of Eleanor Ebert, SSC Aux-
iliary President. She was conscious of others living and
others dying and how we need to accompany each other.

Excerpts from Sister Regina’s letters to family, Sisters, Associates and faithful friends

March 4, 2022

March 18, 2022

I have learned much about what illness can teach us; I have experienced love and sacrifice on
the part of caregivers and have thanked God for every day as it is a gift. [ am grateful to each
of you for your prayers, your understanding, your love. We continue the journey together for a
great love! There is always hope! Miracles still happen and they are happening all the time,
maybe not in the way we wanted or thought, but in the way God gives.

I ask you to continue to keep me in your prayers and want you to know that I continue to pray
for each of you. I love you and truly feel that “we’re all walking each other home.” (Rumi)

Thank you for being with me on my journey. : /ﬁ i
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Villa Joseph Marie High School Principal Lauren Carr visits Chicago in February
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Villa Joseph Marie High School Principal
Lauren Carr shares insights about her trip
to visit the SSCs in Chicago and Lemont in
February.

What were the highlights of your visit
with the Sisters at the Motherhouse?
Lauren Carr:

* The actual feeling of walking the halls
of the Motherhouse, where so many of the
SSC that I have been taught by, worked
with, and looked up to spent large por-
tions of their lives, was tangible.

* Being able to share in evening prayers with
the Sisters, and then to hear Sister Regina

from Lithuania, due to a sponsorship via
an ad, coming through Ellis Island, her
family making their way to Illinois, her
mom sweeping floors at the movie theater
and bringing home combs and coins she’d
find at night for her daughters, her father
working and occasionally bringing home
a piece of chocolate for the girls to eat,
which connected so gently to Sister Regina
eating a piece of Dove chocolate after our
dinner on that Monday evening.

* Being able to spend two hours alone with
Sister Regina to just chat. It was like sitting
with a relative and swapping stories. While
her health was declining, she was so present

and her genuine thought-filled self.

speak about various memories of her
niece and nephews, as well as sto-
ries of her own childhood and how
she and her parents and sister came
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From left: Sister Immacula Wendt, Lauren
Carr, and Sister Elizabeth Ann Yocius in
the Legacy Room at St. Casimir Center.

It makes me beyond appreciative to
know I was able to see her in her final
weeks.
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WITH GRATITUDE TO OUR BENEFACTORS

Adamo, Martha

Adint, Ronald & Cynthia

Agens-Prior, Lorraine

Albrecht, Margaret

Aleksa, Robert

Allegretti, Paul & Denise

Allen, Theresa

Andrijiwskyj, Andy &
Zenovia

Aros, Elizabeth & James

Asacker, Peter & Pamela

Atkenson, David

Atkenson, Paul & Janice

Atkenson, Robert

Atkenson, Walter &
Genevieve

Azara, Mary

Babula, Pat

Bacik, Bernice

Balesh, Stella

Baltramonas, Zita

Bandyk, Joseph & Lynne

Barnes, Sue

Bartos, Theresa

Bartuska, Michael &
Rosemary

Barzdukas, Daiva &
Arvydas

Bayers, Shirley

Beauchemin, Patricia

Bednarcik, Elaine &
Richard

Beehner, Judy & Mark

Bellair, William &
Tammy

Benson, Patricia

Bertrand, Richard

Beuhring, Mary

Biell, Mary Ellen

Billus, John

Binkis, Paul & Susan

Bishop, John & Celestine

Blevins, Birute

Bocinsky, Lenore

Bogish, Michael & Elaine

Boldyreff, Roman & Linda

Bonenberger, Tom & Janet

Bonnema, William &

Tammy
Borowski, Stephen &
Marita

Brazauski, Albert & Ellen

Brill, Laurel

Brummel, Patricia

Bruner, Ruth Ann & Dan

Brzegowy, Rita
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Bubel, Peter

Bucko, Christine
Budds, Susan

Bukis, Joseph & Irma
Bullett, Walter & Karen
Burger, Katherine
Burmeister, Monica
Burnett, Milton & Paula
Burritt, Susan

Burrows, Jeannie

Bush, Marie

Butler, James

Bynoe, Carol

Byrne, Michael
Caiazzo, Karen
Campbell, Anne-Marie
Caradonna, Patricia
Carlson, Joanne

Casey, Jeanne M.
Chavez, Daniel

Chavez, Johnny

Cherif, Jeff

Chialastri, Dorothy
Chrabot, Cyril & Joan
Christophersen, Andrew
Cieskus, Dorothy
Coletta, Bernice
Collier, Clara

Comes, Virginia & Urban
Conforti, Fred & Leona
Conforti, Gloria
Conville, Mary

Cox, Carol

Coyne, Sylva

Crowley, Patricia

Cyvas, Daina & Saulius
Czech, Marilyn
Dachota, Paul

Dakuras, Shelley
Damasauskas, Robert
Dancy, Agatha

Daniel, Edwin & Susan
Dauparas, Sonja

Davis, Richard & Julia
Deckys, Algis

Deman, Francine
Dempsey, Fred & Mary
Demske, Edward & Patricia
Demske, Janice

Depue, Roger & Joanne
Di Zenzo, Albert
DiMenco, Emelia
Dinan, Patricia

Disis, Dolores
Dobrolsky, John & Janice
Domal, Joe & Elaine

Donovan, Donna
Dopkin, Raymond &
Florence
Doyle, Theresa
Durling, Loretta
Dusza, Mary Ann
Dzielak, Diana
Eckert, Randall
Ehling, Mary
Encina, Othon & Christine
Ernst, Anne
Feliss, Bernice
Filip, Joyce
Finestone, Ruta & Bill
Fischer, Sue Anne
Flannery, Janet
Foody, Laurel
Foreacre, Barbara
Funk, John & Loretta
Galenas, Paul & Patricia
Galitski, Joseph & Elizabeth
Gasiunas, Lawrence
Gasunas, Mary
Gates, Gary & Pamela
Geary, Eileen
Gedwill, Isabell
Gestautas, Loretta
Glock, Barbara
Golub, Arnold & Mari
Gomez, Imelda
Grabowski, Nancy &
Theodore
Green, JoAnn
Groberg, Paul
Gronskis, Elaine
Guertin, Carolyn
Gurgone, Judee
Gurgone, Rose Ann
Haciett, Andrea Brien
Hamilton, John
Hanlon, Estelle
Hanson, Mary
Harden, Jon & Mary
Harris, Nicole
Hattemer, Bruce
Hay, Loretta
Heintz, James & Celia
Herrboldt, Joleen &Keith
Higham, John & Janet
Hinder, John & Donna
Hoey, John & Linda
Hoika, Walter
Hope, Patricia
Hoteko, Donna
Howett, Earl & Elaine
Hunger, Mrs. Boyce
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Hutton, Matt & Dolores

Iovino, Rochelle

Janus, Gintare & Jurgis

Jarackas, Joseph & Katherine

Jennings, Dawn

Jeronowitz, Robert

Jodwalis, Thomas

Jones, Janet

Jones, Terese

Jones, Thomas & Cheryl

Jordan, Ronald

Juciene, Genovaite

Juncer, Florence

Jurcenko, John & Dorothy

Juskaitis, Regina

Jusko, Olga

Kalvaitis, Joseph

Kapischke, Marian

Kapurch, Rita

Karalus, Sr., Richard

Karpovich, Sister Marilyn

Kaupas, Otto & Rhonda

Kay, Mary Ann

Kelly, Mary

Kelly, Robert & Marilyn

Kempter, Joseph

Kennedy, Brian

Keul, Tom & Pam

Kiefer, John & Carol

King, Art & Marianne

Kizelevicus, Raymond &
Barbara

Klein, Judith

Knudson, Phyllis

Kosmerl, Richard &
Maureen

Kowalczyk, Albina

Kozyckyj, Roman

Kroeck, Kathy

Kruszynski, Michaeline

Krutkiewicz, Genevieve

Kuch, Frederick

Kukula, John & Deborah

Kukula, Mary Ann

Kwiatkowski, Charles &
Margaret

Labencki, Bernie & Tossie

Lake, Ruth

Laniauskas, Marius & Egle

Lapenas, Elena

Lawson, Kathy & Mark

Layo, Nancy

Leathers, Winnie

Lemba, Harvo & Karen

Lerner, Wayne & Sandye

Levin, Anne Marie
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Your donations help us to continue our ministries and to care for the health care needs of our Sisters.

Levonaitis, Raymond

Liotine, Joseph

Lipperini, Rich & Irene

Lipsett, Rose

Logue, Katherine

Losch, James & Mary

Lucas, Judy

Lukas, Laurita

Madden, John & Ginger

Maher, Rosemary

Maletz, Leo

Malley, Art

Marcinkevicius, Dana

Markus, Thomas & Ann

Martineau, Therese

Martinez, Donald & Julie

Martiny, Phyllis

Massel, Norman & Maria
Puisis

Mathis, Donald

Mattson, Frances

Mazeika, Joanne

Mazva, Stanley

McQuade, Christine

McCarthy, Tom & Mary

McGovern, Aileen

McTaggart, Janelle & Bill

McTaggart, Steven &
Traci

McTaggart, Virginia

Menard-Foster, Donna

Meola, Gertrude

Merica, Dolores

Merold, James

Meyer, James

Miara, James

Mickus, Sheila

Miernicki, Todd

Mikalauskas, Mary Agnes

Mikutis, Marianna

Mikuzis, Lora

Miller, Alyce

Miller, Marianne

Mindermann, Henrietta

Minieka, Michael

Miravich, John & Patricia

Misch, Linda

Moceyunas, Vito

Mombkus, Marguerite

Moran, Brenda

Moran, Peter

Moroz, Paula

Mueller, Donald & Barbara

Mugnaini, Mary Ann

Mullen, Joan

Mykolaitis, Raymond &
Mary

Nachtman, Kathleen

Nakibuuka, Sister Rose

Naujokas, Judy

Naumes, Karen

Nauseda, Mary Jane

Nauyokas, Donald

Nino, Rose

Norusis, Linas & Audrone

Novak, Robert

O’Connell, Kathleen

O’Shea, Anna Belle

O’Toole, Michael

O’Toole, Regina

Obidowicz, Lucille

Olsen, Gary & Diane

Opanasets, Walter

Ormond, Mary

Ortiz, John & Rosamond

Ouellette, James & Christine

Ozys, Virginia

Pace, Mary Ann

Pachankis, Lorraine

Padalino, Ronald & Ausra

Padilla, Linda

Paprzyca, Sandra & Bruce

Parkinson, Robert &
Elizabeth

Paskauskas, Cynthia

Pater, Gary & Mary Ann

Paurazas, Rev. Peter

Pavone, Anthony

Pawsat, Joanne

Payne, Marcia

Peetz, Carmen

Pempek, Jeanmaire

Petcavage, Henry & Patricia

Petcavage, Leona

Peterson, Cecilia

Petkus, Frances

Petronis, Charles & Margaret

Petrosino, Maureen & Frank

Pettit, Barbara

Politza, Joseph

Pollock, Robert & Nancy

Potts, Robert

Powell, William & Paulette

Prackaila, Ann

Primozic, Carol

Puishys, Pauline & Robert

Puisis, Edward & Kelly

Purtill, Robert & Donna

Pusatera, Eileen

Puzek, Margaret

Quintela, Linda

Rakunas, Casimir

Ramoska, Sister Lourdine

Rao, Judith

Rapacz, Silvia

Reese, Eleanor

Revinski, Chester & Agnes

Rinker, Maria

Roberts, Barbara

Rojenches, Helen

Rotkis, Judith

Rowan, Thomas

Rumishek, Thomas &
Marilyn

Rumsa, James

Ryan, Tom & Mary

Sabaliauskas, Joe & Eileen

Sadowski, Tom & Cathy

Salgado, Irene

Sangpeal, Gail

Sass, Barbara

Sauleiko, Rosita

Savickas David

Schlachter, Stephany

Schmale, Ferdinand

Schmaltz, Steven

Schultz, Richard & Alice

Scukanec, Maryann

Seeber, G. Joseph

Sellman, Kathy

Sellmyer, Catherine

Serauskas, Joseph & Joyce

Serva, Angelo & Ann

Setcavage, Jim & Dorothy

Sharko, Donald

Sharow, Petronella

Shinners, Agnes

Shipper, Marilyn

Shotas, Nancy

Shutan, Maryann

Skarnulis, Patrick & Mary

Skusevich, Doris & Daniel

Skwarek, Teresa

Sliwa, Christopher

Smith, Grazina

Smith-Goepfert, Joann

Sobey, Jacqueline

Sobotka, Joseph & Sylvia

Sobotka, Michael & Janine

Sokas, Rosemary

Sokas, Timothy & Regina

Sokol, John & Mary

Soloy, Jeanine

Sowell, Patricia

Spokas, John

Stancius, Veronika

Staniulis, Ruta

Stankus, Albert

Steffen, Denise
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Stewart, Kenneth-Kazimieras

Stiklius, Joseph & Arlene

Stoncius, Frank & Marilyn

Straiges, Ronald

Strolia, Theresa

Strom, Thomas

Stromeyer, George

Strzoda, Sylvia

Styles, Alessandra

Sudeikis, Thomas &
Christine

Swanstrom, Paula

Swentkofske, Eleanor

Swoish, Gerald & Grayce

Tan Creti, Michael & Jane

Taran, Steve & Claudia

Tarullo, Rosalie

Taylor, Darcel

Taylor, Vanlila

Teitelbaum, Roberta

Tenbroeck, Frances

Thomas, Marlene

Thomas, Michael &
Margarita

Thomas, Paul

Tobin, Ted & Jean

Toczylowski, Casimir

Tomczuk, Sigita

Trznadel, Jill

Ulanski, Maria

Underwood, Mary Ann

Unterbrink, Mary

Uraski, Sheila & Joseph

Valaitis, Joseph K.

Valentino, Marie

van Lent, Eileen

Vara, Ed & Corinne

Vatch, Steven

Vilutis, James & Rose

Vitcavage, Joseph

Von Braun, Izida

Vycius, Loretta

Wachsman, Renee

Warren, Mary Jean

Waryjas, Maryann

Wauhob, Christy

Webb, Robert & Mary

Weber, Joanne

Weber, John & Lisa

Wehling, Carla

Wendt, Harry Joe & Hattie

Wendt, Michael

Wessel, Joel

Wezner, Matthew &
Barbara

White, Carol

WWW.SISTERSOFSTCASIMIR.ORG



WE PRAY DAILY FOR OUR BENEFACTORS

White, Joseph & Irene
White, Lorita

Wilimon, Leonard
Winslow, Leonard & Vicki
Winter, Dorothy & Tom

Winters, Georgina
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Wisneski, Emily

Wisniewski, Denise &
Richard

Wohlman, Alan & Pamela

Yaklich, Robert & Roberta

Yenushosky, Daniel

Margaret
Yerkes, David
Zailskas, Aldona

Zaugra, Judith

Yerkes, Anthony &

Zander, Nannette

Zaura, Dan & Irene
Zawicki, Judith
Zimont, Sophia
Zinker, Edward
Zvonek, George &

Loretta

The Sisters thank all of their benefactors
and apologize for any names that may
have been inadvertently omitted.

The SSC Auxiliary Bids Farewell to Eleanor Ebert

By Susan Binkis, SSC Auxiliary Moderator
The officers of the Sisters of St. Ca-

simir Auxiliary extend our sincere
good wishes to all of our Auxiliary
members. The past two years have
presented us with many challeng-
es, and the possibility and nature of
future activities are still being dis-
cussed. However, we want you to
know that we are still “working” for
the St. Casimir Community on your
behalf. We are not collecting annual
dues until we resume activities.

However, we are fulfilling the spir-
itual mission of our organization by
joining the Sisters in prayer, and by
honoring those of our members who
have passed on with Masses said on
their behalf. Please be sure to notify
us if you know of any of our mem-
bers who have died in the past two
years. They will be acknowledged in
the next Journeys.

Other than dealing with the COVID
pandemic, perhaps our greatest chal-
lenge has been the passing of our
dedicated President, Eleanor Ebert.
Eleanor passed away on September
22, 2021, having lived 90 years with
a youthful vigor that kept us all on
our toes. Ginger Madden, our Vice
President, has stepped up to lead the
organization until regular meetings
resume.
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Eleanor was a special person, and
we want to share some of the high-
lights of her interesting life.

Born in Hot Springs, Arkansas, she
was a teen beauty, who earned first
runner-up in a Miss Lithuania con-
test. In 1949, at the age of 18, she
and her sisters moved to Chicago and
opened the Four Sisters Tap on 43rd
and Halsted. It was there she met her
husband.

Although she did not attend univer-
sity, she always pursued learning. Her
children shared with us many stories
that demonstrated how she was con-
stantly re-inventing herself, sewing in
the neighborhood, taking art lessons
and learning to drive late in life.

There was so much about Eleanor
that none of us knew. She accepted
an invitation from her retired Air
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Force brother-in-law to visit Afghan-
istan in 1978. She visited India to
see the Taj Mahal, London, Paris,
Greece, and Amsterdam, as well as
travelled in the United States to Alas-
ka and Hawaii and camped in the
Wyoming wilderness. Her fishing
trips to Canada were special times for
her and her family.

Eleanor raised her family and shared
with them her deep commitment to
the community. She was involved
with Girl and Boy Scouts, Par-
ent-Teacher associations and the Park
District and served as President of
the St. George Young at Heart Club.

Upon the death of former President
Mary Rudis, Sr. Genevieve Kripas
asked Eleanor to serve as President of
the Sisters of St. Casimir Auxiliary.
She accepted, bringing a devotion
and untiring spirit to the job. Elea-
nor was dedicated to the Sisters and
to the beatification cause of Mother
Maria Kaupas.

As described by a friend, Eleanor
was a force of nature. For those of us
who planned and worked with her,
purchased raffle tickets from her, and
shared so many hours of laughter and
banter, we can only agree. Please keep
her and all our deceased members in
your prayers.
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continued from cover page

From left, top row: Sister Rita Marie Kerdock, Sister Mary Louise Andrulonis, Sister Bernadette Marie Janus.
Sitting from left: Sister Margaret Petcavage, Dr. Karen Kenkel, and Mary Smithson at Franciscan Village in Lemont.

This incredibly precious family-com-
munity helped me to see the power of
a humble and courageous faith, and
to witness the source of the charism
that pervades the Villa Joseph Marie
community. I was also impressed
with the wisdom, courage, and faith-
filled pragmatism of the Sisters of St.
Casimir as I learned more about their
various enterprises in Chicago.

This is an order that, under the
guidance of Mother Maria Kaupas,
founded not only Villa Joseph Ma-
rie, but also helped build a hospital
in Chicago, and built a school and a
Motherhouse nearby that each spans
a city block. It is one thing to read
about these accomplishments, but
quite another to see what monumen-
tal achievements they are!

It is also an order that has made
the conscious decision not to renew
its numbers, and has embraced the
non-renewal of the order with cour-
age and transformational thinking
anchored in faith. I learned that the
Sisters have sold or transferred con-
trol of almost all of their various en-
terprises —Villa Joseph Marie being
a notable exception - while preserv-
ing their faith and service focus, and
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they’ve done so through a process of
community discernment.

The Motherhouse, which at one time
housed over 500 Sisters of St. Casi-
mir, was transferred by the Sisters to
Catholic Charities and continues to
serve the poor, maintaining the SSC
mission. When the Sisters trans-
ferred their hospital to Sinai Health,
they required the preservation of its
chapel and a commitment to contin-
ue to support the health needs of the
poor and vulnerable. This hospital
now serves members of its surround-
ing community regardless of their
ability to pay, and has the busiest
emergency room in the Chicago area.

The SSCs” Maria High School be-
came a K-12 charter school, Catalyst
Maria that provides a positive and
safe alternative for children of all ages
on the Southwest Side of Chicago. It
is striking to reflect that the Sisters
chose to sacrifice the school’s explicit
Catholic affiliation in order to con-
tinue to do God’s work through the
school. And the words of Mother
Maria Kaupas continue to adorn its
walls: “Always more, always better,
always with love.”

This creative, progressive, transfor-

mational, fluid thinking anchored
in faith, mission, and Gospel values
has made a profound impact on me.
I cannot imagine a more challeng-
ing task than to manage the meta-
morphosis of a religious order while
preserving its charism, but the Sis-
ters continue to do so with the calm,
clear eyes of faith and the support of
each other. May they inspire all of
us navigating change in Catholic ed-
ucation.
The Legacy Room of the Sisters of
St. Casimir opened to the public
in August of 2018. You received
a guided tour by two members of
the Leadership team — what were
the highlights for you? Any par-
ticular favorite story? Discovery?
For me, my tour guides were the
highlight of the Legacy Room. Sis-
ter Margaret and Sister Regina spent
close to two hours walking and
talking with me through the space.
Another highlight was to realize
the reach and impact of the Sisters’
work as it was displayed in the Leg-
acy space. From the schools they
staffed and the teachers they trained,
the art they produced and the sick
they tended, I saw the power of one
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strong-willed and faith-filled woman
to change the world by empowering a
community of women religious.

I also learned of the courage of
Mother Maria, who travelled alone
by boat from her Lithuanian home-
land to the United States when she
was only 17, on a journey that took
over 45 days. Unhappy with Amer-
ican culture at the time, she decided
to return to Lithuania a few years lat-
er on another arduous journey, only
to arrive in Lithuania and discern
that her calling was to be a Sister in
the United States — and to found a
new order!

As our young JEMS leave Villa
and head off to college, I want each
of them to be inspired by Mother
Maria’s courage as well as her per-
severance through a difficult path of
discernment.

Imagine traveling back to Lithua-
nia for 45 days only to realize: wait,
this is not where I need to be! And
then to have the courage to turn right
back around and fight to establish a
new order, often against considerable
headwinds and opposition.

The chapel at St. Casimir Center

is a very important place — and

the sarcophagus of Mother Ma-

ria is a sacred place for visitors.

Could you share any thoughts

about the chapel with Journeys

readers?

I was awestruck by the chapel. You
walk down the hallway and open a
door that looks almost like any oth-
er door to a bedroom in the Moth-
erhouse and behold a sublime space.
The chapel has a cosmopolitan beau-
ty that reflects the influences of the
time in which it was built, from the
glowing Tyrolian-stained glass win-
dows to the Frank Lloyd Wright
Prairie style light fixtures, to the reli-
gious inscriptions in Lithuanian. In
comparing it to the chapel at Villa,
which is very different in appearance
from the Motherhouse chapel, both
chapels evoke the same spirit of the
welcoming sacred, and are spaces of
solace, inspiration, and devotion.

Your visit included quality time

visiting our Sisters at Franciscan

Village in Lemont. What insights

or thoughts could you share?

I was struck, again, by the wisdom
and love of the Sisters. They welcomed

VJM Board Chair Mary Smithson
and me into their family community,
and made sure that we met all of the
Sisters at Franciscan Village — from
those living independently in a wing
reconfigured at the Sisters’ request to
support a faith-community, to those
requiring either assisted living or in-
tensive hospital support.

I met former principals, teachers,
and students of Villa, and it was fun
to hear stories of some of the hijinks
the Sisters got up to. While a student
at Villa, for example, one of the Sis-
ters developed a thriving business of
selling access to the convent to Vil-
la students at 25 cents a visit while
the Sisters were at Mass. This “Vil-
la-ness,” as she referred to herself, got
caught when one of the Sisters was
ill and stayed in her room instead of
going to Mass, and caught the gitls
roaming the convent halls.

I also learned the origin stories of
some of Villa’s cherished traditions
from the women who began them.
My visit was a deeply meaningful ex-
perience that made present to me the
power of faith communities in a way
I had not witnessed before.

Mother Maria Kaupas Center in Mount Carmel, PA

Resumes Service Programs

Six college students spent part of
their Christmas holiday break help-
ing others through the Sixth Annual
Winter Service Program, sponsored
by the Mother Maria Kaupas Center
in Mount Carmel, Pa.

It was the first time in the service
program for five of the students.

The program was not held in 2020-
2021 because of COVID restrictions.

The students’ service this year in-
cluded projects at the Kaupas Center
and their home parishes. They made
and delivered homemade soup to
senior citizens and homebound resi-
dents and performed volunteer efforts
at the Mount Carmel Area Public Li-
brary and Mount Carmel Area Min-
isterium Food Pantry, as well as at
the Knights of Columbus in Mount
Carmel.
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From left: Michael Balichik, Eliza Watkins and Bradley Shurock,
cut up ingredients for the homemade soup, which was later delivered three

to homebound residents in Mount Carmel.

Participants in the Winter Service
Program are volunteers, but in ap-
preciation for their six days of ser-
vice, the Kaupas Center awarded

each volunteer
with a  $200
stipend to pro-
vide some small
assistance in
pursuing their
college educa-
tions.

The Service
Program seeks
applications
annually from
area college stu-
dents who are
members of the

Roman
Catholic  par-
ishes and one

Ukrainian Catholic parish in
Mount Carmel and Kulpmont,
Pennsylvania.

S1STERS OF ST. CASIMIR "Journeys" — SPRING 2022 7



St. Casimir Academy
Maria High School A l umnae

There are a limited number of T-shirts available for
$15.00.

Please make your check payable to: Maria Kaupas
Center and mail it and order form to Sister Elizabeth

Ann Yocius, SSC.
St. Casimir-Maria
Alumnae Association
2601 West Marquette Road
Chicago, IL 60629-1817
773-349-8065
www.stcasimir-mariaalum.com
alumnae@ssc2601.com

Please continue to update your contact information and
send us your email addresses.

Some alums receive Journeys, and if you know of
other alums who would like to receive Journeys, please
send us contact information.

We plan to have alumnae news in future issues of

Journeys, a publication of the Sisters of St. Casimir. Sister Elizabeth Ann Yocius sporting the alum T-shirt.

T-shirt Order Form

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

. First Maiden Last Year of Graduation

[Address

ECity, State, Zip

Cell phone

« E-mail
: Size (available in M, L, XL)

.
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
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Is There Going to Be a Maria High School 40t Reunion?

With graduations drawing near, the
thought of high school class reunions
may be far in the future for many
graduates. Journeys would like to
share the story of the Maria High
School Class of 1981's 40th Reunion
party, hosted by Ann Latoza Nagel.
Ann kindly shared “Is there going to
be a Maria HS 40th Reunion this
year?” with Sister Elizabeth Ann
Yocius.

One day in March, I scrolled
through Facebook. I ran across a
post on a Maria HS Facebook page.
Dawn Serafin, a classmate from ’81,
was asking, “Is there going to be a
Maria HS 40th Reunion this year?”
There were 31 comments to Dawn’s
request. Unfortu-
nately, as with any-
thing else indoors,
due to the pan-
demic, the Maria
HS Alumnae was
not hosting a re-
union for the Class
of 1981.

So, I thought, I
have room in my
backyard, more like
3 acres, to host are-
union. After con- |sg
versing with Dawn
and Melanie Mc-
Carthy Shelley, a
“Reunion  Party”
was born. I posted on the Maria HS
FB page that anyone who attended
Maria HS and had graduated in 1981
was invited to attend an impromptu
reunion at my home in Monee, Illinois,
on June 12, 2021.

Our first mission was to get the word
out to as many classmates as possible.
Dawn worked on Classmates.com,
and Melanie contacted friends she
was still in touch with as well as look-
ing up our classmates on Facebook. I
contacted Sister Elizabeth Ann at the
Maria HS Alumnae website and put
a few ads in the local papers in and
around Maria HS neighborhoods.

[l
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We received many responses to our
endeavor. My invitation was simple,
but detailed. I stated that we would
have a big, beautiful tent in which
we can all eat and catch up with our
visiting classmates. The menu was
a throwback to our days of buffets
at local restaurants we ate at when
we were kids: roast beef, broasted
chicken, mostaccioli, and salad.

I also provided a list of hotels/
motels and camping places within a
25-mile area of my home for those
who were coming from out of town.
I had my stereo for music, which
played songs from the “70s and ‘80s;
I also had a picture of our graduation
bulletin blown up and everyone who

forever grateful for the items she lent
us and allowed us to purchase. We
sold many alumnae T-shirts to all that
were there.

Some of the classmates who lived
not far from my home (so glad to find
I have classmates that live so close to
me) brought either a salad or dessert.
There were about 15 tables and 50
chairs set up under the tent. Everyone,
just like we did in the lunchroom back
in the day, sat with our friends and ate
our meals.

We started off with a prayer for
dear, departed classmates, then a
champagne toast, and then a prayer
for our meal. We conversed under the
tent, and we basked in the afterglow
of the setting sun and

(1 UL X
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Jeane Pendergast, Jane K. Arelene, Pratel Farrar enjoying the class of 1981 reunion.

wanted could take pictures alongside
the poster.

A big shout out goes to Dawn, who
created bags from Arizona, where she
has lived since the early ‘80s. She had
every kind of knick-knack, a T-shirt,
and a water bottle. She also had bags
of candy from 1981. Dawn also made
black mortarboards with “Maria HS
Class of 1981” written on the top and
attached a tassel in our school colors
and the #°81.

Then there were the many items
from Sister Elizabeth Ann that Dawn
went to the Motherhouse of the Sisters
of St. Casimir to pick up. We all are

S1sTERS OF ST. CASIMIR "Journeys" — SPRING

through our conver-
sations of yesteryear
and of our families
{ that have grown over
the years.

I had everyone fill
out a questionnaire
that gave an opportu-
nity to connect with
one another. We had
W classmates who came
from Boston; Maine;
Fort Myers, Florida;
San Antonio, Texas;
| Phoenix; Marana,

Arizona; and Terre-

bonne, Oregon. We
had classmates who still live in the
vicinity of Maria High School to a
classmate from Lake Villa, Illinois,
to southern Illinois in Girard, and
everywhere in between.

As we parted ways, we all stated that
40 years is too long to wait to get to-
gether again. So with that, another idea
was born. If my classmates and friends
agree, maybe we can get together every
5 years. It can be held at the American
Legion Hall near my home, or it can
be held at my home again.

In 5 years, I will be posting once
again on FB: “who wants to have a
reunion for classmates of ‘81?7
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At Journey’s End — Eternal Days Beginning

Sister Johanna Marie Shainauskas, SSC
May 9, 1933 — FEBRUARY 13, 2022
(FORMERLY SISTER M. AGNETTA)

- | Johanna Marie Shainauskas, the
?/ daughter of Stanley and Julia (Pu-
lokas) Shainauskas, was born in
Chicago in the Bridgeport commu-
| nity on May 9, 1933. She grew up
in a loving family, centered around
St. George Parish. Johanna Marie
had an older sister, Julie, who left
home for the convent in 1948, and
a younger brother, Frank.

Early on, Johanna Marie became
acquainted with the Sisters of St. Casimir, having experi-
enced them as teachers from kindergarten (at St. George
School) through high school (at St. Casimir Academy).
They helped her to appreciate her faith and to develop
a love for learning. Then, one day when she came home
from high school, she informed her Mom that she want-
ed to be a Sister. Her Mom said, “Go ahead and follow
your dream.”

On February 2, 1950, Johanna Marie entered the com-
munity. She received the name Sister M. Agnetta upon
her reception into the novitiate on August 2 of 1950. Sis-
ter M. Agnetta made her first vows on August 15, 1952.
Thus began her life of ministry and service in three states
— California, Pennsylvania, and Illinois.

She was well prepared for her ministries in education,
having received her B.S. in Education from Marywood
College in Scranton, Pa., and going on to receive her
M.Ed. from Loyola University in Chicago, Ill. and her
M.A. in Spanish from Villanova University in Villano-
va, Pa. Additionally, Sister Johanna traveled in Mexico,
Spain, and Argentina, for education/ministry experiences
and learning first-hand about diverse cultures, which she
used for class enrichment.

In the schools where Sister Johanna ministered, she
is remembered as an excellent teacher and a wonderful
person, who helped her students to find the right path in
life. She began her ministry as a primary grade teacher,
then moved on to junior high. During her last year in
elementary education, she was principal of Providence of
God School in Chicago.

In 1977, Sister Johanna was assigned to Villa Joseph
Marie High School in Holland, Pa., where she served over
the next 11 years as assistant principal, Spanish teacher
(Spanish I, II, III, IV, and V), and Music Appreciation
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teacher. She added to overall school life by working
with Student Council, the Junior Class, National Hon-
or Society, Glee Club, and school musicals. She helped
create new Ring Day traditions and, with Sister Eliza-
beth Ann Yocius, hosted the first Thanksgiving Feast,
prepared in the foods lab and served in the auditorium/
gym. In 2019, Sister Johanna was inducted into Villa’s
Wall of Fame, a well-deserved honor.

Sister Johanna was reassigned to Chicago in 1988 so
that she could be with Sister Julie, who was seriously
ill, and to care for her elderly mother. She ministered at
Holy Cross Hospital as receptionist and taught music at
Immaculate Conception School. In 1990, she began her
ministry at Maria High School as Director of Student
Services and teacher of Spanish IIT and IV, until retiring
in 1999.

She introduced a special Christmas song to both Maria
and Villa Joseph Marie: 7he Twelve Days of Christmas.
She led the entire student body, each section singing
their line with appropriate actions. Even in retirement,
she made annual guest appearances to lead this song,.
The young women looked forward to it each year and
“raised the roof” with their joyful singing.

Besides being fluent in Spanish, Sister Johanna spoke
Lithuanian, which proved helpful while she was secre-
tary and receptionist at Nativity BVM parish in Chi-
cago after she retired from Maria. She was a long-time
member of the Knights of Lithuania and worked on
their Vytis magazine.

Sister Johanna was always learning and giving of her-
self. In 2010 she began dialysis treatments, which put
limitations on her. She then embarked on the ministry
of prayer and presence, first in the SSC infirmary until
2014, then at Our Lady of Victory Convent in Francis-
can Village. Because of her increasing health needs, she
later moved to Mother Theresa Home where she minis-
tered, until God called her home, by visiting residents
and engaging them in conversation.

In 2012, when Sister Johanna celebrated her 60th an-
niversary as a Sister of St. Casimir, she reflected: “When-
ever my own vocation/journey comes to an end, all I
hope for is to hear God’s words, “Well done good and
faithful servant’” She heard those words clearly on the
morning of February 13, 2022. Her dream had been
fulfilled as she entered the loving embrace of our God!
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At Journey’s End — Eternal Days Beginning

Sister M. Concetta Petrauskas, SSC
JUNE 17, 1920 — MARCH 14, 2022

Frank and Anna (Kwedder)
. Petrauskas  welcomed  Emi-
{ ly Ann (Sister Concetta) into

in Shenandoah, Pa. She grew
up in a very religious family in
St. George Parish, Shenandoah,
where she was baptized, made
her first communion, and was
confirmed. She grew up with a
younger brother, Albin, and a
younger sister, Veronica (Vera), who was born almost
10 years after Emily.

Emily appreciated Vera’s beautiful voice, and they sang
together at Masses. Emily encouraged Vera to pursue her
gift, which she did — performing in operas and musicals,
but eventually relinquishing opera when she began rais-
ing a family. Both Sister Concetta and Vera developed a
very close relationship over the years. Family was always
important to Sister M. Concetta.

Seeds of her vocation were sown early on and were
nurtured by her family, especially her mother, who taught
Emily to pray and encouraged her to share her faith with
children in the parish by teaching them their prayers in
Sunday school.

After viewing the movie 7he White Sister and hearing
her pastor talk about the Lithuanian heritage and good
works of the Sisters of St. Casimir, Emily knew that this
was the community for her. She applied to enter the Con-
gregation, but was not able to join because her father
had died in a mining accident and she was needed as the
breadwinner for the family. After her mother had remar-
ried, Emily entered the convent and was welcomed into
the Congregation on August 14, 1940.

On August 15, 1943, Sister M. Concetta made her first
vows. 'Thus began her life of ministry and service with-
in the Church, which took her to four states: Nebraska,
Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Illinois. She was well prepared
for her ministries in education, having received her B.S.
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in Education and her M.S. in Counselor Education from
Marywood College in Scranton, Pa.

Sister M. Concetta was a gracious and creative teacher,
well-liked by her students. Her first 13 years as an edu-
cator were in teaching the primary grades, first at Provi-
dence of God School in the Pilsen area of Chicago, then
at St. Joseph School in Scranton, Pa, then at All Saints
School in the Roseland area of Chicago, followed by a
return to St Joseph. From 1956 to 1962, she was assigned
to teach business education classes at Maria High School
in Chicago. She maintained relationships with former
students from Maria throughout her life.

After Maria, Sister Concetta had various assignments in
Pennsylvania, Nebraska, and Ohio, but she held a special
place in her heart for the young women she taught and
counseled at Villa Joseph Marie High School in Holland,
Pa, from 1974 to 2007. During those 33 years, she made
lasting friendships with colleagues and was able to en-
courage her students to develop their gifts and talents.

Sister M. Concetta was a life-long learner; in her retire-
ment years she learned new computer skills, communi-
cated through emails, and learned how to use Facebook.
She would have enjoyed all the positive Facebook post-
ings about her when her passing became known.

In 2003, Sister M. Concetta celebrated her 60th an-
niversary as a Sister of St. Casimir. In her reflection on
that occasion, she wrote: “Whenever my own vocation/
journey comes to an end, all I hope for is to hear God’s
words, “Well done good and faithful servant’.”

In 2018, when Sister M. Concetta celebrated her 75th
anniversary, she ended her reflection with these words:
“I joyfully await God’s loving hand...I will be hopefully
welcomed into God’s loving embrace.”

Sister M. Concetta celebrated her 100th birthday in
2020 “COVID-style.” She was greeted through her win-
dow while sitting at the window in her room.

After a life well-lived, Sister M. Concetta felt God’s lov-
ing embrace and heard God say to her: “Well done, good
and faithful servant.”

Eternal rest,
grant unto them
Z

O Lo
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The following is the welcome
7 that greets you when you enter the
== Legacy Room of the Sisters of St. Casimir.
We invite you to visit the St. Casimir Center
at 2601 West Marquette Road.
The Legacy Room is open.
~ Please email dcyvas@ssc2601.com
orcall 773.349.8064
/< to schedule atour.

You are standing on holy ground. The story you are about to experience is that of the Sisters of St. Casimir:
their founding, the ways they have embraced their mission to foster the life of faith, and how they responded
« with generosity and compassion to the needs of their time. It is our hope that, as you journey through this exhibit,
~ youwill be inspired by the spirit of love and dedication of the Sisters and their foundress, Mother Maria Kaupas,
L and will express this inspiration in the unique living of your own life. May the dream and the journey of faithand
service continue through you.
Our story begins in the heart of a courageous young woman from Lithuania, who came to the United States
and discovered her life’s purpose.

The Sisters of St. Casimir
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